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LOOKkS

I befieve thal painter is lke a diver into the depth of being ocean and
look all round propery. Since watercolor is a midure of psychology and art,
ils nature is compatible with both inside feelings and philosophy understanding.
Maost of us spend our life thinking about past and hoping to future. A few
feed the jov of present. In fact a watercolor painder has the spirfual silence:
dance for him. As the almosphere gels deeper, the resull will be more
powerful. Not ondy i Goesn’l maock the workd, bul also it creales one.

He found thal he is not slave of the nature, The clock hands play with him
but his pulse does something else. Sense and logic don't call him. I's just
him who sign Ihe final verdict. Between logic and sense, there is a third one
who wins and aim his heart and mind.

Ahmad Moghaddasi



LOOKS

I am supposed to write about walercolor. We should talk about
it in simple words, because it is used 1o show our impressions and
record the curment of life, beautiful, lovely, and right. When it touches
the paper doesn't lie if it is properly measured. In my opinion anyone
can use watercolor. It's an unfinished story. Maybe a simple event
changes your path. Many people know it as a second and excitement
which leads to it, good and don't go further. Confirming this | should
add thal momenis pause more in my watercolor. | need mose. I'd like
lo see belter, think and tell stories. | need to use the abilities and
techniques Io read the altmospheres and types in wet and dry. In other
words [ should say that | don’t do the watercolor, 1 paint with it

Bahman Mikoo 2012



LO0OKk4

Mature needs rain and painting needs walercolor. Watercolor is pant
of a poet which speaks as several books. It is the translation of nature in
tongue of color its words and dark scars which have roofs art and on the
other hand shows the footprint of minimalism. A tourist who travelled a lot
and took souvenir, will take tangibility, simplicity, spirituality from China,
Russia, England and Indian.

Anothed reason is its popularity among people because of its type of conclusion
based ¢n their opinions. Their need (o relaxation and a rescue from daily
life has made watercolor a good base for their wishes. Reaching 1o this we
should be knowledgeable. Studying a lol, working a lof and an investigation
over the global improvement by the facilitation Medias like internel.
Artists have made giory for Iran several times.

Stavash Mazloomi Pour 2012



LOOKk3

The thind year of publishing this book is full of another collection of works from Iran's great watercolor
painting. This is not most perfect but is a nice excuse to introduce watercolor to the society. Today's
walercolor in Iran owes 1o the yesterday. The first who Iries, reminds us of sights that attract folk fo it
Lale Al Akbar Sanati is one of them. The works of second generation was influenced by imagination and
innovative styles. Siavash Kasraeian shows his ideas and imaginations in his paintings.

Seyyed Jamal-din Khomami Nejad is another brilliant painter of this generation whom we have lost for
couple of months. He was neither prejudice of realism nor an abstract fan. He jusi tried to discover
watercolor capacities. He knew how 10 use tools and material and proved that compounding technigue
for watercolor is not out of reach. He nurtured more students and played the important role to attract
Iranians 1o watercolor. Dream of the first generation. | believe thal my way is paved by my teachers.
Some became their very fan and some bry to innovate. Pick your brush and test. Start with eager and
sefl-confidence. Walercolor i a fiow thal Lakes you fo the unpredictable world. Full of adventure. You are
soaked in problems when you feel no adventure. Create moments and avoid recording it. A pholographer
can do it better than you. Abways remember. Know the moment. If you have doubl on brushing, leave the
color, let it vanish in the white clear surface of compact. Then decide for it. Don't comect your mistakes.
The surface is full of space. And don'l usa il unpreplanned. This is the only color thal can't be compensated.
We have a world that others don't pay attention 1o it. So donl try tomake others understand you. Just a
clue. Fear is the first and the strongest sense that aim on you. lgnore it and expenience self-confidence,
excitement, freedom and giving up with no relation to your goal. Be adventurer and trust your feelings.
You need no signabure with this. Your brush lells everything, even your name.

Masoumeh Modarresi Ghawvami | MacganModamesi )



LO0O0Kk2

T he walercolor, & my opinion, is 1o liusirate wordd with 3 poetic language
and holiness of soul in a loving path to nature.”
Farideh Shoorkabi 2012



L 00 k1

Yiears ago when | was just 12, There was a painting once a month in a Gaz slore ai Chahar-Bagh
Street in Esfahan, | went there without permission and watched it for an hour then | returned and started
painting with nd moded. Years tater | went 0 the an college | found that painting has a special place for
professors but no ong could teach this style which the Esfahanis did. When | entered Tehran University
| found that painfing is something else. in Al University the purpase was 10 find a way connecting today's
painting based on conventional bases. Walercolor is an old friend to me. | had some exhibifion those
times. My works seemed bizame to my friends. The (Iran-Iraq) war was over when | graduated and
waltercolor became popular, In Early T0s (1990s) walercolor became a poputar style for low level persons.
| s:aid goodbye 1o it for 10 years. | faced Persian absiract and moderm, 50 | made something new. Then
I got a book of chambertain from my friend and saw how 10 wide workd watercolor has. These were so
far from those weak ones in Esfahan. | started again and besides | studied the reasons that lran's
watercolor was so weak in recent decades. There were 5o many problems.

The ordinary and weak accompaniment in design and human gestures, simple atmosphere, low level
subjects, insisting on big size and numerous mistakes and so many other reasons made me work more.
Walercolor is a wide range of dynamic colors.
(Good choice of subject, powerful design, simplicity and technique and high speed in performance help
you go higher and higher.

Mahmoud Samandarian 2012



All audence know about protlems of publishing and less publications take
the nisk of publishing such a collection because of late return of its capital.
The cooperation made this easier to gather these days’ paintings of lran.
It will remain 25 a documentation for funther study. We are not here (o
defend all painting there we just want to maintain it. Painting is [&e an il
person who is doing make up lo $eem nicer and an honest criticism will
In the end, | wanl to acknowledge all artists who join us every year and
slale their works beside other to empower the whole cooperative spinit.
Their presence let it rain in this farm.,

Shahin Arvin



Preface

In the kggage of the westem louns! who came Iran wilh the joy of visiing
the ancient gazing at Nagsh-e- Jahan square, there is maybe a work of Sombat
or yerevand instead of 2 Khatam mimor. He i atfracted 1o &5 form and shape
and not other aspects. He look each one a5 a cultural memntotp pul it beside
Chinese vase, Thai shoes, French pipe. A reflection of all countries artin one
glance, There is almost abways paintings showing a chain of camels passing
by Khaju Brdge. Painter’s skill that implements these technigues, should be
appreciated. In a society where the painting is in its childhood there are
painters who are not afraid of fating 3 dimension fact and are holding the line
as they are wasting the opportunity because they should use the colors
measured. On the other hand, knowing painting as a job and non-govemmental
support made it easier 1o have transactions between arlists and people in
general. In result, the work tend o the population’s choice rather than realism,
This is the: history of watencolor in the recent 5 decades thal can be hardly
called contemporary,
| should remind that works of those time were honest. Passing through those
days and social and cultural changes there are some new works that ane
inspired and imitated. They are fake with no soul in it. Until the walercolor in
Iran is theall of color and shape, if has no other use instead for fourists.

It's obvious that 3l work in those time i5 not like this but the idea of the most
works we recensed for “Eighth City™ 3rd volume ks worrying ws. Insisting on
thesa style will lead o periphéral cuments of painting.



Admission

Accepting this fact that artists are an undetachable part of culture then their
effoets to create artistic woek will be worthy. Under the high speed of globalizabion,
the concept of art and human robe is in “passang crificism” and insecurity.

It seems that an can calm you living a critical workd, Because creation is a
kind of discovering and unraveling secred and this is the arfist’s point of view:.
This is a brief prelude 10 introduce the Eighth City 1381 which is going to
announce new walercolor paintings in Iran. These are gathered here by
kindness efforts of Mr. Ahmad Moghaddasi and Horouffieh publication.
After three years from publishing the first volume a question comes in mind
that if these works could satisfy the audience’s favorites and if they can
figure the world around out. If these questions are trembling your brain il
means thal earker 2 volumes had something to say and did more than just
an introduction. An invesbgation over loday’s watescolor is more necessary
than another time.
This book is a window to show watercolor in Iran and artists” duty is to
enlighten. New thing need new ideas and any bearing have scars beside.
In spile of difference art and thought, there is a vital relation in between.
Wehope to see the parallel regression between a and thought in Eighth
City.

Arman Yaghoub Pour
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